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VAWA Self 
Petitioner or 
Cancellation

Prima Facie

Approval

Lawfully 
Present = 
QUALIFIED 
can access 
Healthcare 
Exchanges 
no subsidies

Pre 8-22-96

Post 8-22-96

Many Federal and State  Public 
Benefits

STOP!

5-YEAR BAR, BUT…

States Can Offer 
State Benefits 
During 5 Year Bar

Children in 
Application

Adults – a few states 
may offer some 
benefits during the 5 
year bar

Food Stamps

Materials VAWA Self-Petitioner Benefits Eligibility 
Bench Card -
https://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/pubs/vawa-
eligibility-process

State by State Benefits Map and Charts -
https://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/all-state-public-
benefits-charts

Access to Federal and State Public Benefits for VAWA Battered Immigrant 
Spouses and Children of U.S. Citizens or Lawful Permanent Residents

Abused Family Members Who Have Not, Will Not,  Or Do 
Not Qualify to File VAWA Self-Petitions/Cancellation and 
Parents Abused By 21+ Year Old Sons or Daughters

Services necessary to protect life and safety, shelter, transitional 
housing, soup kitchens, victim services, police assistance, justice 
system access, emergency Medicare, Public Health Clinics

SCHIP Health 
Care varies by 
state
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U VISA

Pending 

State Benefits (varies by state) as PRUCOL or 
Lawfully Present  most often can include Child 
healthcare, Prenatal care and Driver’s Licenses

Deferred 
action as 
Bona Fide or 
Wait List 
Approved

No federal public benefits as qualified 
immigrants until lawful permanent 
residency 

Lawfully Present = Can Access Health 
Care Exchanges no subsidies

Materials U Visa  Benefits Eligibility Bench Card - https://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/pubs/u-visa-
benefits-benchcard State by State Benefits Map and Charts - https://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/all-
state-public-benefits-charts

Access to Federal and State Public Benefits for U Visa Victims

U Visa Victims of Criminal Activity Who 
Have Not /Will Not or Do Not File U Visa 
Applications

Services necessary to protect life and 
safety, shelter, transitional housing, soup 
kitchens, victim services, police assistance, 
justice system access, emergency Medicare, 
public health clinics

Some States 
Benefits as 
PRUCOL 

Approved 
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Lawful permanent 
residency = Qualified 
Immigrant Able to access many state and federal public 

benefits as qualified immigrants
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Continued Presence

FILE T-VISA

APPROVED T-VISA = 
QUALIFIED Immigrant

Federal Law 
Enforcement 
Request

VAWA Unit  issues 
bona fide determination 
and deferred action = 
Lawfully present

Continued Presence HHS

Office of Refugee 
Resettlement

HHS Certification Letter 
for Adults

Full Federal and State Public Benefits Years 
1-7 = Refugees; After they become  Qualified 
Immigrants most states 7 year limit ends

Materials T Visa Benefits Eligibility Bench Card -
https://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/pubs/t-visa-
benefits-eligiblity State by State Benefits Map and 
Charts - https://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/all-state-
public-benefits-charts

State Law 
Enforcement 
Request

HHS Eligibility Letter for 
Children

Access to Federal and State Public Benefits for Victims of Human Trafficking

Trafficking Victim Has Not or Will Not 
Apply for Immigration Benefits

Services necessary to protect life and safety, shelter, transitional housing, soup 
kitchens, victim services, police assistance, justice system access, emergency Medicare,
Public Health Clinics
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SIJS

Pending

Approved = 
lawful 
permanent 
residency

QUALIFIED 
Immigrant

Post 8/22/96

STOP!  
5 year bar, BUT… 

States Can 
Offer State 
Benefits

Lawfully Present 
for Healthcare 
Exchange 

Food Stamps

Access to Federal & State Public Benefits for Special Juvenile 
Immigrant  Status (SIJS) Victims

Services necessary to protect life and 
safety: shelter, transitional housing, soup 
kitchens, victim services, police assistance, 
justice system access, emergency Medicare, 
Public Health Clinics
Some states offer state-funded health 
care for undocumented children: 
CA, DC, IL, Montgomery County in MD, MA, NJ, 
NY, WA

Many states offer CHIP 
funded healthcare

Allowed to 
participate in 
Healthcare 
Exchange

LAWFULLY 
PRESENT

States without 
benefits for 
immigrants

Same as 
undocumented

Many states provide state funded healthcare to lawfully 
present children and pregnant women

SIJS Victims Who Have Not, or Will Not, 
or Do Not File SJIS Applications
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Materials - State by State Benefits Map and 
Charts -
https://niwaplibrary.wcl.american.edu/all-
state-public-benefits-charts
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